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RoboCup Junior Tasmania 2006 – State Finals Report
Friday 4th August – Saturday 5th August
Activities Centre, Union Building

University of Tasmania, Hobart
Report by Beverley Pasanen, Neil Winter, Chris Bracken, and Rob Torok

The RoboCup Junior Tasmania 2006 State Finals were held 4-5 August at the Activities Centre, University of Tasmania, Hobart. Around 180 students from 27 schools registered for this year’s competition, with 20 teams in Soccer, 18 in Dance (including 9 in each of the Primary and Secondary divisions), 20 in Rescue, and 2 in Premier Rescue.
Highlights of this year’s event included…

· a record number of schools (teachers and students representing 27 schools this year, compared to 20 in 2005),
· significant growth in the number of teams from Northern Tasmania (20 teams this year, compared to 10 in 2005),
· a strengthened Rescue competition with a record 20 teams (compared to 15 teams in 2005 and 10 in 2004), and
· successful completion of the Premier Rescue challenge for the first time at the RoboCup Junior Tasmania state finals!
The profile of RoboCup Junior Tasmania has continued to grow, with The Mercury newspaper, ABC TV, and Southern Cross TV covering the competition. In addition, the new State Minister for Education, David Bartlett, attended the event and assisted with the presentations. 

Dance

The primary school Dance entries were outstanding this year. Interviewers reported seeing fabulous journals and log books detailing the development of the primary school entries and eagre teams in which all team members were familiar with the programs used by their robots. The young students used costumes and props to their advantage and choreographed accompaniments to their decorated robots to present overall themed pieces.

Some difficulties were experienced by the more complex secondary entries with some form of program corruption interfering with their performances. The eventual winning entry demonstrated that higher levels of complexity can be more vulnerable to failure.
Newcomers to the event, who brought simpler performances, and some of the younger competitors, had picked up tips in the Entrant’s Kit such as using tape to cover their infrared ports to protect their programs from corruption.
Despite a few problems with programs and a long day getting through 18 preliminary performances and 10 final dances, most competitors reported achieving the main aim of the competition, which is to have fun. All the interviewers and performance judges expressed their delight at the dance entries and said they looked forward to seeing more next year.

Rescue

The Rescue event was a terrific success this year. For the first time ever in Tasmania, the Premier Rescue course was completed (twice!) by the team “Haxorz” from Hutchins. This was a magnificent effort and should provide a real chance for success at the Nationals.
Rescue was taken out by a very impressive Claremont High entry called “Red Clarence Dragons”. The speed at which it could navigate the Rescue map, accompanied by some added tinkering, should also make it very competitive at the Nationals.
There were many solutions using three light sensors (rather than one or two) requiring more complex programming solutions.
The event itself ran very smoothly, due to the experienced and willing helpers that conducted the interviews and helped run the different stages of the event.
With a record number of entries, the future looks very bright for rescue - new rules or not!

Soccer
In the soccer there was an increase in students exploring new solutions with both their engineering and program designs. These included the use of new technologies such as the fly-eye sensor and omni-wheels as well as the use of dual RCX blocks to accommodate more outputs. These technical advances allowed and required much more complicated programming involving multiple events and RCX communication by mail. Several students had programmed in NQC rather than ROBOLAB or Mindstorms. These students had discovered the use of this language at the nationals in 2005 and had taught themselves over the past few months.
Results

The full listing of results is available in a separate document.
Helpers
Event and equipment manager:
John McCulloch

Setup team:
John McCulloch, Beverley Pasanen, Ben Methorst, Emma Methorst, Mathew Irvin, Juha Pasanen, Terry Bigwood, Naomi Johns, Stephen Knowles, Kent Moore, Sandy von Allmen, Richard Wilson, Chris Bracken, Rob Torok
Registrations / Welcome desk:
Beverley Pasanen, Stephen Knowles, Cheryl Davis, Chris Bracken
“Show bags”:
Beverley Pasanen

Photographer:
Stephen Knowles

Sponsorship managers:
Beverley Pasanen, Richard Wilson
Roving organiser:
John McCulloch (Fri), Richard Wilson (Sat)
“Max Striker” / “Ballinda Net”:
Peter Wallhead, Chris Bracken, Sandy von Allmen, John Gora 

Audio:
Ross Combes, Jonathan Koumos
Saturday kiosk:
Ally Pasanen, Sylvie Pollack, Mel Hall.

Pack up team:
John McCulloch, Beverley Pasanen, Stephen Knowles, Kent Moore, Sandy von Allmen, Richard Wilson, Chris Bracken, Rob Torok, Peter Wallhead

Soccer

Soccer coordinator:
Rob Torok (Fri), Peter Wallhead (Sat)

Soccer interviews:
Neil Winter (Interview coordinator), Alec Young, Pat Boyd, Paul Lan, Chris Berndt, Lachlan Grierson, Robert Burtscher, Beverley Pasanen

Soccer scoring:
Jamie McGaughey

Soccer chief referees:
Stephen Knowles, Peter Wallhead

Commended student referees:
Andrew Minchin, Andrew Downie
Dance

Dance coordinator:
Bev Pasanen

Dance interviews/judging:
Sandy von Allmen, Kent Moore, Tiani Otten, Kim Fong, Mark Riley, Russel Jenstch, Tiani Otten, Rebecca Skeers, Naomi Johns
Rescue

Rescue coordinator (Sat):
Rob Torok

Rescue interviews/judging:
Chris Bracken (Interview coordinator), Mark Smithies, Pat Graham, Neil Harris, John Gora, John Bermingham, Neil Winter, Cheryl Davis, Kent Moore, Lyndon Godman

But not least…
The long suffering families of the Robotics Tasmania committee members!!

Major Sponsors of RoboCup Junior Australia
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Robotics Tasmania is a special interest group of the Australian Computer Society, Tasmanian Branch. 
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